
**Please note that the categories and skill levels for the woodturning have been 

revised for the 2023 SW Florida Wood Art Expo. 

 

Woodturning Categories  

1. Hollow Form  

2. Bowls 

a. Standard bowl  

b. Embellished bowl  

3. Plate/Platter 

4. Spindle  

5. Natural edge  

6. Segmented or constructed. All segmented turnings, with the exception of ornamental turnings, 

must be entered into one of the following; 

a. Bowls/Platters 

b.  Hollow forms/vases 

c. All other segmented turnings not ornamental 

7. Miniature (no dimension exceeds 3")  

8. All ornamental  

9. Lidded container 

10. Pens  

11. Others Not Listed 

 

Definitions 

 Vase is a vessel higher than it is wide.  

Hollow Form is a form with a top opening smaller than the width, containing substantial hollow area.  

Bowl is a form with a top opening larger than the base, exposing the interior to view (Wider than high).  

Standard bowl – may contain decoration applied while turning on the lathe (i.e. coves, beads, 

surface texture). 

 Embellished bowl – carved, fluted, wood burned, inlay, colored, etc.  

Plate/platter is a form that is substantially wider than high with the surface open to view.  

Spindle is a form primarily turned between centers with grain parallel to lathe bed.  

All segmented or constructed is a form that is pieced together in segments and turned with one or 

more woods (e.g. maple/walnut) or other materials.  

Miniature is a form where no dimension exceeds 3".  



Ornamental/Complex turning is executed on and off a lathe which converts a plain circular section to 

variants of outline; these range from a simple series of cuts taken at intervals around the work 

(producing grooves or bumps on the surface) to non-circular movements whereby the whole of the 

circular shape is removed to give a completely different form.  Such shapes are achieved by various 

methods. 

Lidded container is a form where the dimension is less than 4" or greater than 4".  

Other can be jewelry, toys, Christmas ornaments, utensils, constructed multiple turnings (resulting in 

spinning wheels, ships, wheel clocks, candelabra, reassembled turnings). Wood or non-woods are 

acceptable however, 50% of project must be turned. 

 

Wood Turning Skill Levels 

1. Novice: Less than two years woodturning experience and you have never won a “Best of Show,” 

“People’s Choice” award or other equivalent type of recognition in any woodturning 

competition and have never competed at a higher level.  Competitors who have won three 1st 

place awards in this skill level must move to the intermediate skill level. 

2.  Intermediate: More than 2 years but less than 10 years of woodturning experience and you 

have never won a “Best of Show,” “People’s Choice” award or other equivalent type of 

recognition in any woodturning competition and have never competed at a higher level.  

Competitors who have won three 1st place awards in this skill level must move to the Advanced 

skill level. 

3.  Advanced: Any competitor who does not qualify for the Novice or Intermediate skill levels. 

 

The above skill levels are guidelines. If you feel that your exhibits qualify for entry into a higher division 

than your past winnings would suggest, then feel free to enter into the higher skill level. Choosing an 

skill level based on past winnings is strictly on an honor system; proof of past winnings, or lack thereof, 

will not be required. If you exhibit more than one piece, all your exhibits must be in the same skill level 

classification. 

 

Any signature or personal identification on entries must be covered prior to judging. 


